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PREFACE. 


Irv has been our practice, at the close of each volume of 
the Gospel Advocate, to make a little pause, that we might 
review the labours of the preceding year. This we have done, ~ 
in order the better to adapt our work to the exigences of the 
Church. Making no pretensions to infallibility, in consequence 
of being editors, we were sensible that we needed all the be- 
nefits to be obtained from experience. Iestablishing, and 
thus far conducting, this Journal, we did not seek to gratify 
any private feelings, or to advance any private interests of our 
own ; and, as we have thus laboured for the Church, and not 
for ourselves, it may well be supposed, that we endeavoured 
to accommodate the Advocate to the spiritual wants of the 
Church. If we have, at any time, mistaken those wants, or 
the best means for supplying them, it has been to us a cause 
of deep regret. 

Notwithstanding the discouraging circumstances which have 
arisen in the course of our editorial labours, we have uniform- 
ly received the assurance, that, in general, our motives have 
been duly appreciated, and that the Gospel Advocate has been 
favourably received. With such an assurance, we have been 
induced to persevere ; esteeming ourselves well compensated, 
if we could advance the interests of religion. We rejoice to 
see the kingdom of the Redeemer enlarged ; and we pray 
that the time may soon come, when he shall receive the hea- 
then for-an inheritance, and all the kingdoms of this world for 
a possession. 
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PREFACE. 


Ir has been our practice, at the close of each volume of 
the Gospel Advocate, to make a little pause, that we might 
review the labours of the preceding year. This we have done, 
in order the better to adapt our work to the exigences of the 
Church. Making no pretensions to infallibility, in consequence 
of being editors, we were sensible that we needed all the be- 
nefits to be obtained from experience. Ilpestablishing, and 
thus far conducting, this Journal, we did not seek to gratify 
any private feelings, or to advance any private interests of our 
own ; and, as we have thus laboured for the Church, and not 
for ourselves, it may well be supposed, that we endeavoured 
to accommodate the Advocate to the spiritual wants of the 
Church. If we have, at any time, mistaken those wants, or 
the best means for supplying them, it has been to us a cause 
of deep regret. 

Notwithstanding the discouraging circumstances which have 
arisen in the course of our editorial labours, we have uniform- 
ly received the assurance, that, in general, our motives have 
been duly appreciated, and that the Gospel Advocate has been 
favourably received. With such an assurance, we have been 
induced to persevere ; esteeming ourselves well compensated, 
if we could advance the interests of religion. We rejoice to 
see the kingdom of the Redeemer enlarged ; and we pray 
that the time may soon come, when he shall receive the hea- 
then for an inheritance, and all the kingdoms of this world for 
a possession. 





























PREFACE. 


It must indeed be animating to Christians, and especially te 
those in stations and relations which involve high responsibili- 
ties, touching the extension and purity of the Church, to con- 
template the period when knowledge shall be so increased, that 
none will have occasion to direct his fellow man to know the 
Lord. Then shall we witness a full consummation of the ex- 
cellent Collect in our Daily Service, that the ways and saving 
health of God may be made known to all nations and all con- 
ditions of men, faith and hope being swallowed up in the abun- 
dant fruition of those displays of divine grace, predicted of 
the Church in her latter day glory. Then, all who profess 
and call themselves Christians, will be led into the way of 
truth, and will hold the faith in the unity of the spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life : the watchmen of 
Zion lifting up their voice together, and so harmonizing and 
co-operating in their labours, that there shall be but one fold 
under one shepherd. 
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